
 

 

Headteacher: Mr N Grieveson BA NPQH 

Academy Trust registered company name trading as: King James I Academy, Bishop Auckland 

Registered Office Address: South Church Road, Bishop Auckland.  County Durham DL14 7JZ 

Tel: 01388 603388    Email: kingjames@kj1a.com 
A company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales under company registration number: 7638979 

Charity Registration Number: 527392 

29th May 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Year 10 / 12 Parent / Carer 

 

I hope you and your family are all well. 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming your child back to King James in the near 

future. 

 

We have now received further DfE guidance and we are happy to confirm, subject 

to no further change in national guidance, that we will be welcoming targeted 

groups of Year 10 and Year 12 students back to school starting from Monday 15th 

June 2020.  Please note that we have divided the Year 10 group into four similarly 

sized groups who will be allocated one day per week each.  Mrs Stead will be 

making contact with you, in the near future, to let you know which day has been 

allocated for your child to attend. 

 

Year 12 students will be invited to attend school on a one to one or small group 

basis for specific sessions.  Further details will be provided by Mrs Nicholson and 

Mr Middleton regarding which students should attend and when. 

 

We will be offering four sessions per day for Year 10 students, on their allocated 

day per week, and these will cover four subjects that students are studying.  The 

following week will be used to support your child with their other option subjects, 

in a further four-session day.  The purpose of the sessions we are arranging is to 

help our students to make the most of the work that we are currently setting 

online.  Whatever progress your child has made, we will make the best use of this 

time to help them to understand the key concepts, to develop their subject 

knowledge and to make best use of the broad range of online resources we have 

provided. 

 

The format of each day for Year 10 students will be as follows: 

• 9:00am - Breakfast / Phased Arrival 

• 9:20am - Session 1  

• 10:30am - Session 2  

• 11:40am - Early Lunch 

• 12:10pm - Session 3 

• 1:20pm - Session 4 

• 2:30pm - Departure  

 

We have put in place a variety of measures to protect your child and it is essential 

that they follow our new rules.  These rules have been developed to protect your 

child and all other site users.  Mr Longstaff will be asking all students and their 

parents to sign a copy of our policy to confirm that they have read and understood 

the measures that we have put in place and also to confirm their willingness to 

adhere to the new rules. 

 

I would appreciate it if you could consider the following practical measures that we 

need to take: 
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Sending Your Child to School - We understand that some parents will be 

concerned about sending their child to school.  We have taken every precaution 

possible to assure their safety and the safety of other students and staff.  Please  

note that under no circumstances should you send your child to school if they are 

ill or have any of the following Covid-19 symptoms: 

 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or 

back (you do not need to measure your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an 

hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a 

cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've 

noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste 

different to normal 

 

If your child has any of the above symptoms then please self-isolate and call 111.  

You will be able to take advantage of the national Covid-19 testing programme for 

students as announced earlier in May. 

 

Travel to School - We are encouraging students to walk or cycle to school, as an 

alternative to using public transport.  If you require school transport, please get in 

touch with Miss Stokeld via the Main Reception to arrange appropriate transport.  

Parents who are dropping off their child should do so within the allocated drop-off 

points within the school car park.  Please advise your child not to congregate with 

other students on their way into school.  Please note that students using school 

transport will need to occupy their allocated seat and will be asked to use a mask 

during their journey.  Minibuses will be subject to regular cleaning. 
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Arrival - Students will be asked to sit in socially distanced seating in the Dining 

Area and will be given the opportunity to take advantage of our free Breakfast 

(supported by Magic Breakfast). 

 

Movement Around the Site - We have set up a one-way system throughout the 

Rawe Building (the building in which Reception is located) and all classrooms that 

we will use are in this building. 

 

Toilets - Only two students at a time will be allowed in a toilet facility.  Students 

will have to wait behind designated 2 metre strips in a queue if they wish to use 

the facilities.  All toilet facilities will be cleaned every hour. 

 

Classrooms - Group sizes will usually be no more than 10 students per 

classroom, and never more than 12 students.  The teacher will greet students 

from a designated 'teacher zone' within the classroom that has been marked out 

at the front.  Students should occupy seats according to a seating plan that will be 

on display on the way into the classroom.  Students will sit at a 2 metre distance 

from one another.  The teacher will use their whiteboard and a visualiser to help 

to support students. 

 

Equipment - Students will be expected to bring into school their own equipment 

(pens, pencils, ruler and a Chromebook computer, if possible) and will take it 

home at the end of the day. 

 

Cleaning Regime - All classrooms will be cleaned between sessions to minimise 

any potential for viral transmission or contamination. 

 

Lunch - We will expect all meals to be paid for using our online payment system 

or using FSM credits.   Further information will follow from Mr Neild.  All students 

will be expected to sit 2 metres away from each other and in allocated seats in the 

dining area. 

 

Support - We will have a team of staff who will arrange appointments throughout 

the day, where your child needs a bit of extra help or needs access to emotional 

health and well-being support.  These staff will occupy classrooms in the Nurture 

Pavilion. 
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Departure - As this letter highlights, Year 10 in-school days will end at 2:30pm 

and students will be asked to leave (hopefully walking or cycling, or to wait in the 

Dining Area to be picked up by a family member or by the school transport. 

 

I apologise for producing such a lengthy and detailed letter, but I wanted to 

provide you with early and clear guidance and with the reassurance that we will 

continue to operate in a way which respects our current circumstances and 

protects members of our community. 

 

If you require any further information then please get in touch with me via the 

school email address (kingjames@kj1a.com). 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Nick Grieveson" 
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